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WELCOME TO THE ESTUARY
S S e e e e s e

Located just off Intersiate 5 near Everetl, one of Washingion®s Iargest cities, is a lifile known anea
called the Spohomish River Estwary. This is a unique place where the nutrient rich waters of the Sno-
homish River come in contact with the saltwater of Possession Sound. The overlapping of fresh and salt
walirs Creatcs an arca maore productive in plant and animal species than a tropical rainforest. At least 350
different kinds of birds and countless varictica of mammals and plamts call this special place home, This
abundance af weal wildlife habital is e primary reason the Snobomish County Parks and Recreation
[epartment and the Washinglon Department of Fish and Weldlife continue working o conserve large
arens of if,

Historically the Snohomish River Estuary’s wetland geography, which is appealing to wildlife yet less
ugefl for developenent, kas helped to protect the estuary. Althoogh many threats remain, difficulty in
developing this knd bas allowed an urban wildlifie sancboary to form. This exceptional seming provides
views o wildhibe, p-pd.dl,u: mougbes, hikang trails and I'qhinu; hioles l].'pi|.1| ol muwch mose ieolated arems. With
this guide book and map in hand, you are a welcome visitor, Please give this special place the respect it
degerves amd leave it aa you have found if, or befter.

As vou hike of peddle you may notice inberesting stnicbuses or paths that are not mentioned in the
guide, T g0, complete the Trp Sorvey an the end of this booklet and mail it io Snobomish County Parks
and Recreation Depaniment, Thas wall help us prodiuce an even better gulde i the funere,




HOW THE ESTUARY WAS FORMED
i e A PR S Tl iR A W Tt |

The Snohomish River Estuary was formed over the past 10,0080 years, as rising sea levels submerged
ihe cozst and drowned the mouth of the river valley, Muud and sediment from both the sea and the rivers
seriled to the botiom, resulting in a network of carving river channels and salowater sloughs meandering
throwgh the fanned ol depasits of sediments,

As you travel inland, the shoreline varies dramatically with gentle mudflats giving way to sieep earthen
dikes and rocky banks. The influsnce of the tidss and currents changes with the balance of salt and fresh
waber. These combined factors create several distingt habitats to explore within the estoary.

Years of sediment accumulation and erosion formed the preseni boundaries of the Snohomizh Rives
Estuary, Today the estuary is approximately nine miles bong and thres to four and 2 half miles broad at its
widest point, encompassing six major islands within its 19.5 square miles. [t lies at the mouwth of the
Sachomish River which is the second larpest Poget Sound watcrshed, consisting of 1,780 square miles of
land amd waber. Two maln irbutaries 1o the Snobomish River, the Skykomdsh and Snogualmle, ae within
this hasin and converge 23 miles upstream from the mouwth of the estuary near the city of Moaroe,

THE IMPORTANCE OF WETLANDS
it e TS e i A A it O R N

A wetland is land that is fleoded with shallow water either part or all of the time, Wetlands occur along
the edges of other squatic areas, such as lake shores, slow-moving rivers, or ocean coastlines, Wetlands can
he freshwater, slt waler, or o commbimaion of boih, called brackish. bany aress of the Snobomish River
Estuary have brackish wetlands, Freshwater wetlands include bogs, Swarmps, and Marshes. Mangrove swamps
and salt marshes are constal wetlamds, Wetlands exist in hot and colbd climates all over the world. They ane
extremely rich ecosystems. People used 1o think they were “waste”™ land and drained them for other
uses, Today, we know that wetlands clesn the water that filters into underground springs and agusbers,
soak up floodwaters like a spenge, help (o regulste the flow of rivers and streams, and provide rich
feeding grounds and nurserizs for fish, birds, and anmmals.




THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

OWNERSHIP

Repardless of whether you ane vigiting the esiu-
ary by land or by water, you always need to be aware
of whose property you ane on, This will allow yo to
stay clear of a proteceed wildlife reserve and to avoid
lreapassing on private property, which could have
serious consequences, County and private land
boundarizs are defined in the guide book's map.
County land is considersd public. The county owns
a large porison of the

Othes property lines 2o o the middle of the river,
Soeme property owners own both sides of the
river banks, This discrepancy betwesn prop-
erty ownership policics is why we strongly ad-
viae you 1o only Bunch or hike In designated
areas,

The Port of Everett owms the Biringer Farm
property on Morth Spencer Island, Jetty [sland
and sections of north Smith Istand. Everent
Parks and Recreation Department manages Jetty

esbuary, including ar-
exs of Ebey Island,
Oiter Island and
Spencer  lsland.
However, the county
allows public access
to only Spencer Is- [SE
land. The [and
around the Evererl,
Miryxv”le and i
snobomish sewer la- |
goons is also publicly
owmed, as is the land |
oivmad by the Wash-
ington Department of |
Fish and Wildlife. ||

All rivers and |
sloughs are public
right of ways and |8
ihere are no con-
sirainis to their ac-
cens, Shoreline own-
evship, on the other
hand, is a complex is-
sue. Some property
lines go only 1o the
high-water mark,
which moans large
portions of the river
banks are public.

-qr.r.l

Jsl_

[sland during the
summer months,

The shoreline
and lidelamds along
the Priest Proint cosst
and morth of Tulalip
Bay, which includes
the Quilseda Creek
"1_.‘_& ___| wetlands, are part of

? =" | the Tulalip Reserva-

tion, Their usc is
pranaged by the
Tulalip Tribes,

In general, if
wiorw are mot sung if the
A lapd you want 1o ac-
cess i public or pr-
vate, stay off of it.
Respect  property
arwier’s Highis.

Far further infor-
rnation an land own-
erahip in the estuary
contaci Snolkomish
Couniy or Everelt
Parks Recreation de-
partmenis, or the
Washington Depart-
ment af Fish and
Wildlife.

THINGS T KNOW BEFORE FOUT G

HUNTING

Hunding, especially duck hunting, is o tra-
ditional wse of the estuary. Howewver, due to
habitat depletion the number of species that are
avaitable to hunt has declined.  Hunting is not
allowed on private land without the property
owner’s permission.  The most common pub-
liely nccessible area to humrt within the estoary
is bocated on the porth end of Speocer Island,
This area was purchased with funds from Ducks
Unlimited,

Land ownership is exiremely variable in the
estuary. The rivers and sloughs are considered
public property. Some property owners own the
land along the riverhanks, some do not. Each
landowner has different ownership privilepes for
their waterway land. Congact the owmner aboat
bunting near and eapecially on their propermy 1o
avoid conflict. The Department of Fish and
Wildlifie can supply further information regard-
ing hunting regulations in the estuary.

FISHING

The waiers and wetlamds of the Snobomish
River Estanry ore unigque. They receive nutri-
ens from saltwater and freshwater resources,
which mcans the river can and does suppor
moee planis and animals than the adjacent salt-
waler and freshowater systems, As a result of
this wealth, the Snohomish River estuary pro-
vides abundant fishing opportunities. For maone
informaiton on what ia Fsh lor, where and when,
plus regulations and maps, contact the Wash-
wngton Department of Fish and Wildlife.

WALKING

The network of channels and many wellamds
pnakes i diffbeuli, and in some cases impassible, o
explore much of the estuary by foot,  Arcas dry
enough to walk on have more than likely been
drained by bocal ressdents, generally for apriculvaral
wse.  Another complication is thal meny arsas ane
privately owned. It 8 often difficuli io determnine
where public land ends and pravate land begms, For-
tunately, a few ploces in the eshaary have been des-
ignated for hiking by the Snchomish County and
Everett Parks Dlepariment.

CAMPING / LODGING

Cummenily, no campsibes exist in the estuary. A
few privabe campgrounds are bocated in the surmound-
ing cities. The pearcst county park camping ks at
Kayak Poind, northwest of Marysville narh aff the
Tulalip Reservation. The waterfront park mot only
offers tent and BY camping, it also has a Yur vl-
lapge, semipermanent bent struchares,

The following s a list of holels located on the wa-
terfront af Marina "I-"illﬂil:. l:u.].'.ak'ing destance b the
estuary,

Mfarina Village lrand 728 W Marime View Dr
4252504040

The Inn at Port Gardeer 1700 W Marine View Dr
425-252-6T19

Far a |;|;|1'|1|:|||.-|:-|,-. list of all accommodations call the
Gnohomish County Tourism Bunesu at;
I-BE8-338-0076 or

Wit thalr websibe i

wyew, snobomish,org



THINGS T0 KNOW BEFORE FOU 0

There are no regularly scheduled estaary
poars. Two companies cruise along the water front
and occasionally enter the Snohomish River and
sloughs, Everest Parks offers a paddle tour,

Canoe Trips with Everett Parks: During the
sumemes maaihs, the Evereil Parks and Recreation
Department offers guided canoe trips through the
eshuary, Trips begin in Marysville, and go norih
or souwth down the Ebey Slough. The inp takes
gin canoes. During high vde, paddiers can ex-
plore hard-1o-gel-to places on Spencer Islamd, The
inp costs about £18, canos rental is included. For
minre infiormation call Everctt Parks a (425) 157-
B30,

Mesquite Fleet: The Mosquito Fleet offered a
gwided tour of the esfuary i a jef pontoon bost
called, the “Heren'™. The company may resume
this service if there is demand but row primarily
offers whale watching cruises. The tour, called
the Evercit Everglades Tour, traveled asound Jetry
Island and then ap the Snohomish River, explor-
ing the sloughs around Spencer Island. For more
information call: (435) 232-6800,

Captain Cook Cruisess The company offers a
cruise on Port Gardner Bay and if weather is un-
favorable, along the Snobormish River. The boat
con be charied  for busmiess meetings and parties,
For moare mformation call; (4251259-5010

VIEWING WILDLIFE

The Snchomish River Estuary s many things
o many different kinds ofwildlife, For some it s
an ideal, unhassked, year-round home, For oth-
ers, the estuary is a safe fravel cormidor. For thou-
sands of birds in particular, this casis of marsh
and sloweh 15 an important resting and feeding
stop during their spring and fall migrations along
the Pacific Flyway, At least 15 species of mam-
rnals megalarly use fhe eatuary as a home.  And
for many Nish, the exluary s complex. web of -
bets andd crecks is an essentinl nursery system for
the next generation of salmon and trout,

ver Extary Secreaiion Qb
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WILDLIFE VIEWING TIPS

The follcwing are brief suggestions on how
o improve your ability to see wildlife in the esie-
ary of any natural area.

Tip £1. Do Your Homework

The firat step towards encountering more
wildlife is to leamn more aboul them. Research
the animal’s habitat and what it eats. These simple
actions will allow wou toe know where to leok and
what atiracis wildlife.

Tip #2. Use Equipmeni

Becuse an animal’s eyesight can be hundreds
of times betier than ours can, they often see us
befare we see them. To even the scone, use bin-
oculars, a tripod-moumted soope, or & zoam lens
of wiar carmera, O buy a pambolee reflector and
headphones b pick up foint sounds, At night, a
el filber on the end of your fashlight will allow
you bo see the animals without greatly dismurbdng
ihicen.

Tip 03 Know YWhen fo Look

Geasoms influence the type and abundance of
animals seen.  Most birds that visit the esbaary
migrate. As a result, the best time 1o see birds i3
during the summer. With our ramy winters, it
may be difficult to view birds then, The follow-
mg 15 a bnef ouiling of how wildlife react to the
SENBHIE,

Spring: Migrting binds begin bo retumn in waves,
They are in full breeding plumage—singing and
performing conspicuous displays in bopes of be-
ing noticed by a potential mate. This may be ther
miost vocal and wiewable ime of the year, Hun-
gry mammals ane beowsmg on succulent buds,
shoods, and grosses

Sammer: Late arriving migraiing binds stari nest-
ing, taking advantage of the fuller leaf cover, In

late summer, some waterfowl shed their Right
feathers and retreat to dense marshes where they
can hide from predators, Young mammals are be-
ing risen and taught to fend for themselves. Sum-
mser is & good time io see family groups iravelmg
together.

Fall: Many birds begin to migrate south & food
gets searce. Migrants prowp bopether before stan-
ing their joumeys. Hibemators gorge ibemselves
an the Fall crop of nuts and herries, gaining at
that they will live on for the next several months,

Wimnter: Many birds have migrated south. A fow
birds, such as chickadees and walerfow], remaim
here. The estmary is one of Washingions most
imporiant winter gothering and feeding grounds
for waterfowl. Mammals, such as beaver amd
enuskrat, are hibemating in their lodges. Some
animals, ke deoar, contioee 1o eat thioughoul the
winder.

Tip &4, Time of Day

Time of day affects wildlife acfivity. Some
anirmals rest during the day while amd ane sclive
al might. Ohhers are only active during ihe mam-
ing and evenings. Early and late in the day are
thie best times to look for wildlife in the sunimer;
e ks Eypically a reat fime. Activity usually peaks
in the twilight bours, bul night s alse an sctive
tme. Many animals usz the dark to shelser itheir
activifies from hungry predaiors. Mighés with a
full moon are great for sceing mammals that
mainly come owt only 2t night

Tip #5, Wildlife Viewing Etfiquette

Avoid stressing wildlife, Remain well
back from their dens, nests, roosts, display areas
and feeding areas. Tread lightly 1o keep disne-
bance of their habitat to a minimum,

cachomiah Biver Kamar: & i

Page 4
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CANOE AND KAYAKING
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The Snchomish River Estuary is perhaps
Wasshimpiom s best place to paddle a canoe or kayak
or rew A crew shell.  You can paddle mose than
40 miles of gloughs, river channelds, and port wa-
terways escaping into a world of lush vegetation,
scampering shore birds and the occasional soar-
ing eage.

The first and most important thing o keep in
mind when on estunry waters is: BE AWARE
OF TIDAL INFLUENCE. Sloughs such as
LUniom and Dieadwater vietsally dry up darmg, Low
tidea. Tidal actions cause the waters o receds
quickly and if vou are not carefl you will get stuck
in the thick mud that covers the bed of the shoughs.
Tidal currents can make the paddle up a slough
extremely difficult or very easy depending on the
flow of ihe tide,

TIPS

When packing for your paddle excursion, be
sure b lake tidnl tables, maps, nawical clams, a
campass and of course, wear a lfepacket. As a
paddler, you should know how o rend nautical

f/* 3 (S
i

L A

charis and plot a course, cabeulabe tidal changes,
handle your erafl in vared wind'sea comditions,
and prevent, recognize, and treat hypothermia, Be-
tore you leave, remember 1o file a float plan de-
parture and cxpeched arrival fime and place, where
you are godigg and wilh wham.

Ui your inp, stay on the inside comners o tnke
ndvantage of easier currenis and to avoid possible
collision with motorboats. Do not camoe or kayak
wihwen the mvers and sloughs are in Nood singe,
Flooding water is unpredictable and dangerous,
even for the expert kayaker.

TIMING

Correspond your trips with the tide’s currents
s youl are heading wp mver of up a slough when
ithe tide is coming in, and going down rver and
down a slough when the tide is going oug, 11 nod,
you will spend more time strenuously paddling
thon enjoying the beaatiful sighte. Buy a tidal
chart to help you schedule ihe best ime by leave
and return. You can determine which sloughs
should be avoided in case of low tide. Try Cap-
tnin Jack's Thde and Current Almansc. It bas daily
predictions of tide height and tide current at
Everett and other cities located within Poget
Sarund.,

deohomish Siver Simary Beceaarios Ouid
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LAUNCH SITES

Laanch sitea in the estuary are located a suf-
ficient distance apart &0 you can launch at one site
amnd disernbark rom another,

Everett Murine Park

This is the besi boat launch facility n the anes,
[t costs £5 per motorized boat, tbers are 13 self-
launch lanes, launch foats, paved parking lot,
restrogms -.-nt hat water, o public fishing pier,
guest mocrags, fres marine pump-out and a pic-
nic park. A paddle boai-oaly launch ramgp (free)
is located at the southwest comer of the park.
Hours are Mov - Mar, 6a.m, - 7p.m. / Apr - Oct,
da.m. - 1Tpme

hrectons: From [-5, take Exit 195 o Grand Av-
cowe, which becomes East Marine Drive under [-
5 as il heads northwest to lop around the north
end of the Everett peninsula. It becomes West
harine Divive as it curves south and the cross sireet
numbers begin to climb. At 10th Sireet uen vight;
the park is at street's end.

Ebey Slough Boat Luunch, Marysville

Thiis lauarich i a little difficult to find bt i is
the only place where you can eater a slough di-
rectly. There is no place o park next 1o the launch
site and no restrooms,  You must park down the
road from the launch site.

Directbons: Froom Everew, take the Marysville exil
off 1-5 1o dth Ave,, and make the first right tumn
{Beach Street). Turn right on First Strect. The
primitive lnanch i 100 yands to ihe west direcby
under -5, next to & lumber enill.

Kotary PFark, Lowell-Snohomish River Road

It has a paved lounch ramp and docks, tem-
porary restrooms and garbage cans. Launch fee
fior motar baats is §3.

Pags 11

Directiond: Take 1-5 south o Exat 192 and head
siouth o Lenora Strees, tum left and head fog the
river on what becomes Lowell River Road. At the
edge of Lowell, thers is a steep, rough access on
the left bank of the river bend left of the road.

lLangus Riverfront Park, Everett

This i5 the second hest eguipped launch sibe
and the cnby one located in the keart of the estu-
ary, There are two paved launch banes, penic ar-
eas, floating docks, restrooms and parking for trail-
ers. This is & grest place to launch io explore
Union or Steamboat slough. The launch fec is £3
for meotor boaters, no fee for paddle boats.

Cady Fark, Snohomish

This launch has o concrete ramp, picnic or-
eng, parking, temporary restrooms and no launch
fee. Beginning ai the boat klsunch, an asphali trail
follows the river and leads to Sachomizh's kis-
fore section. A8 the end of ibe short sl there
are public restrooms, amd o visitor information
cenber,

Directboms: From [-5, ke Highway 1 east,
furn right [souih} onlo Highway 4, and exi easi
{lefi} inte Snohomish on Znd Street. (et on
First Sireet {one block south) and follow it east
through the historic scction of Snohamish.
Tum mght on Maplbe, which goes to the river
and launch site. Look for the agns,



EXPLORING THE ESTUARY

A description of somé of the sights and activities that
can be .fﬁfybg:f&?’ Auring a4 VISit to the Estudry.

EXPLORING THE ESTUARY

EVERETT WATERFRONT
T e e A R R S e i

Ia Evereti's early days, the waterfromt
bustled with acuvity from nunserous sawmills
and mine smelters. Today, lumber mills and
fish processing plants fill most of the shareline.

What to See

As you drvve along the wateriront (on Ma-
o Yiew Drive), bundreds of floating logs are
apparent in Pon Gardner Bay., The Port of
Everett is a major exporter of lags, most going
to Japancee and other Far Eastern ports, Al the
aorthern tig of the Everett peninsula lies the
abandoned Weyerhaeuser pulp mill
Weyperhazuser once operated four mdlls hese and
was one of the companies thai belped Everneit
grow. At the south end of fhe waterfront you
will fimd Seott Paper Company, which came fo
Ewerett abouat 1950,

It 15 impossible 1o miss the waterfroni's
largest resident, the 1.5, Naval Staton Everett.
It is home to the LI5S Abraham Linceln, phis
mikmenous suppont ships. The facility can house
2,393 personnel and i one of the largest naval
siatsons m Washington, Unless the Mavy is of-
fering one of ther many ship towrs though, this
facility is off limits to the public.

The Everctt Marina is the largest in the
Pacific Mortbwest, and second largest on the
wesl coasl. There are 2300 boats apchored
here—Bi{0 people actually live on their boats.,

What to Da

Al the Evereit Marine Park (down 10th
Strest) you con wabtch boais of all sizes go by ar
launch one of your own, Canoeists and kayvakers
have iheir own laonch at the south end of the
park. You can crab oo fish off the dock, watch
birds, fly a kite, or enjoy the views of sunsets
and spow-coversd mouniains io the north amd
witsal,

Marina Village, jusi north of the Mavy

Homeport, is popular among local ressdents ag well
as tourists. This is the only place within ihe estuary
where vou can eat at variows indoor {amd in sunamer
ouldoos) resauranis, shop for gifts, and even stay
overnight. (see the kedging section for details)

IMrections

From the sowth oo Interatate 5, take the
Hewati Ave, exit and turn left {west) owards the
water. From the nonh inke the Cipy Center
(Everenl Ave) exit and wm right. Go west actass
town to Marine View Droive, then um north
(right). Marine View Drive follows the water-
fromt.

Srokomieh Biver Envery Becrention G
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JETTY ISLAND
e . 3 S o 000

Jetty Island 15 a two-mile long sland created
in 1589 by the U5, Army Corps of Engineers when
they dredged Pom Cardaer Bay to enlarge e pard.
The man-imsds aland 1% covered wath wll HTASS
and @ few trees, and has the only sandy beach on
the Everett waterfront on ils west side. It is lo-
cated west of the waberfromt, only 300 feet from
Everent Marine Park, and runs parallel 1o ihe coast,
Carmping and dogs are not allowed on the island;
camipfires anz restricted.

Whal o See

Jety Island is the sputhem most nesting ares
for the Arctic Tem in the United States, owtside of
Alnska, The Terns were amce acared off the is-
land by Army Reserve helicopter landing proc-
tices, The Pilchuck Awdubon Society has worked
o encourage nesting back on the [sland.

Bald Eagles wisit the island to eai flaifish
when salmen runs are small in fhe swrrounding
rivers. Along the palings north of the Island, you
will find osprey and cormorants roosting and nest-
ing. Other birds to see include Great Blue Her-
omd, Casplan Terns, Branl, Cansda Geese, mer-
pansers and Wigeon, Califormia sea lions enjoy
the sandy beaches on ihe island's west side.

Eelgrags beds (rich anderwater mesdowa)
were 31 ope time abundant along the Jerty Takand
and Port Gardner Bay shores, Over the vears, bog
siorage facilities, oil from ships and road rn-off
poisoned barge portions of i, only patches remain,
Eelgrass is excellent food for muech agquatic life,
including ducks, sea turtles and fish. The outer
half of each prass blade is uswally covered with a
wide waricty of tay marine plants and anbmals,
Herring, salmon, clams and Dungeness crab all
depend on eelgrass for food or shelter.
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YWhat to Do
JETTY ISLAND DAYE fidly 7 - Fepa 5§

Every summer the Eversdi Parks and Recre-
ation Depariment provide inerpretive ranger ser-
wices, free ferry transportation, activities and pro-
grams. Jetty bours are 10 am to 5:30 pm Wednes-
day through Satardey, and 11 am - 5;30 pm Sun-
days,

Bird watchimg is excellent on Jetty Iskand, [is
sandly beaches, eslgrass beds and surrounding
muedflats provide perfiect places to view wildlife,
Bring your bird book.

Fishing iz another way o expericnos the is-
land. Possible catches include cutthroat trowt, delly
varden or bull trout, sturgeon and of course,
salmon. Fishermen have been known to use flies
with sueceas.

Directions

The ferry duning Jetty Island Dnys leaves from
the lth Sirest boat launch at Everstt barine Park
gviery half hour.

This is & very popular, first-come, firsi-
served operatian; waiimg m line for an hous or
mire is ypical, Crowps of 12 ar more ane
advised to make & reservadion.  Call (425) 257-
BI04 duming the season for more information,
You can also reach e island by private boat or
kayak.
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This H-pcre park, kocated at the northem edge
of Everetl on Smith Island, is the gatoway to the
esfuwary, [t was nmamed after William 1. Langus, 2
long-term council member and strong supporter
of parks. The area was once home to the
Snohomish Indian Tribe, The river's banks have
also been home to traders, trappers and Gimber
mills.

What to Sec

Harbor seals occasionally pop up a8 they move
up of down the Seohomish Biver. Hinds include
variows gulls, Canada Geese, ducks, Belted King-
fishers, Fileated Woodpeckers, Western Grehes,
wrens, Great Blue Herons and a wariety of song
and forest birds. Bald Eagles, Oaprey and Bed-
tadled Hawks also wisit the area.

What o Do

Wou can lavnch any kind of boat from this
park’s lasusch rump to fish or explonz upsiream or
down along the Snohomash River, The pier over
ihe Snohomish River provides n comforioble spot
far fishing.

Langus park provides an 2.8 mile, paved,
piver-Front tradl that beging & the boat launch and
follows the Spohomish River south to the point
where the river converges with Union Slough. The
trail continues noeth and follows Union Slowgh 1o
the Spencer Island enirance. You can eriber walk
to Spencer Island or follow a gravel road back to
Langus Park. The trail is very scenic and allows
one to view the relatively unaliered Union Slough
by land, raiber ithan kayak. [ also hos covered
el open picnic mreas and benches along the route,

Bird waiching is possible 25 you walk along
the baitks of the tranguil Union Slough. A place
to view congregations of hundreds of birds s at
Evercit's wasie water treofment plants. They ore
located just east of Langas Park, on cither side of
the gravel road which leads 1o Spencer [sland. The

pinils are quite visible from Interstaie 5.

Langus Park"s cemiral locatien makes it a yreat
place to begin a paddle trp asound the east part of
the estoary, Union Slough is calm and scenie,
pagaing through some uniouched weilands and
many native plants and wildlife can be seen,
Powerbaats do not ofien ventuse down the slowgh
because of the deadheads (semi submerged logs)
and shallow water. Be careful though—Union
Slough is strongly influsnced by the tide. Plan your
trip 1o take advantage of the tidal fows,

The dikes along Union Slowgh are nedther ax-
tremecly high nor rocky, se you can get out of your
beait, stretch vour begs, and check out the swmound-
ings. One nice place to disembark is along Spen-
cer Island. Just south of the enfrance bridge, ibere
i% a gradual, soft slope with steps 1o climb the dike,
and further sowth a seall, shallew lagoon 1hat is
another good place 1o dock or even launch, At
either plsce, you can leave your kayak to walk
alosg the interpretive trails,

You can also folbowy Unbon Slough 1o the Buse
Cat, betwesn Norih Spencer and Mid-Spencer Is-
land, and float ithrowgh the cut o Steamboat
Shough. Steamboeat and Ebey Sloughs are large
and nod as aflected by the tides as the smaller
sloughs—they will not dry out during bow tides
like smaller sloughs. Or you can float through
the cut and around Outer Isbandd by way of Ebey
Slough. The exst side of the estuary is compara-
tively well preserved and offers some of the best
appartunities to view nafive wetland planis and
animals.

Directions

From I-5 at Everett, take Exii 195 {(Manine
Yiew Drive). Tuam left off the exit ramp cnio Exst
Marine View Drive to 529 North (Pacific High-
way). From 529 North, ke the first exit on your
right {Smuth Island AccessFrontage Road) afier
eroasing the Snohomish River and follow signs o

Langus Riverfromt Park.

From I-5 at Marysville, take Exit 198 (MNarth
Broadwsy in Marysville) oato 529 Sowth (Pacific
Highway). Exit onlo Smith Island AccessFront-
age Hoad, and follow signs to Langus Riverfrom
Park,




SPENCER ISLAND

Baordered by Steambeat and Lnion Sloughs,
Spencer laland sis like a crown jewel in the
esfuary’s cender. 1155 essentially a 412 acre grassy
marsh, ringed by trees, and neiworked with
sloaghs and maon-made channels, The island is
co-owiid by Snohomish County Parks ard the
Washington Depariment of Fish and 'Wildlife.
Snchomish County cwms the sawih hall of the is-
land, while WDFW owns the north balf. The prop-
caiy lime is approximately 1,400 feet noeth of the
bridge.

The mlard is surrounded by a dike built of
carth and wood waste. The bam of the parks ¢n-
trance has served many generabions of farmers,
John Spencer, the 1sland‘s namesake, farmed here
in the 1920°s. Legend has it that Tom Mormon,
another farmer, rolled the bam on log skids across
the island to its present location,

What o See

Bings galore, including Bdarsh Wrens, Ciread
Blue Herons, Belted Kingfishers, Canada (reese
and numerous species of ducks. There are more
Winod Ducks thanks o ibe plecement of nest boaes
by conservation groups, like the Snohomish Wet.
lands Allinece. Hai boxes have also been placed
on an abapdoped bam o increase their numbers,
A beron rookery exiss sosmewhens nearby.  San-
dhill Cranes have been reparted on rare occasions.
Black-tailed Desr, Florida Cottontail Rabbits,
bluskrats and River Ckters are also possibilifies,

What to Dk

Spencer [sland provides the best place for hik-
g within ilwe esnsary. Yoo can make a long or
short loop walking or jegging on the three and a
half miles of mulched trils built on top of the
dikes that ring the island. [nterpretive signs belp
you understand the history and the land you are
on, ‘Wildlife viewmg platforms also led you cross
the wetlands and view birds close-up, Indeed,
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Spencer lsland is possibly the best birding spol in
Puget Soursd. The trails, open waser wetlands and
chservation platfonms combine to make this a very
accessible place for wildlife viewing.

The island i5 comnected bo Eversils Langus
Park (via an old jackknife raibroml bridge), which
has recrestional rails thal lollow the Snobhomizh
River.

Spencer Island is historically a popular site
for hunting. Duck and goose hunting (with dogs)
i allowed on the northern hall, owned by the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Dogs are allowed for hunting on the north partion
of the wsland, They are not allowed on the seuth-
em porticon, which is cened by Sashomish Counly
Parks properiy.

Several dikes bagect this island, creating open
walerways for explaring by canoe or kayak.

Mirections
From the Sowth:

From I-5 at Everett, take Exit 195 (Marine
View Drive). Turn left off the exit ramp onto East
Marine View [rive o 329 Morth (Pacific High-
way), From 329 Monh, take the first exit on your
right (Smith Island AccessFrontage Road) after
crossing the Snohomish River and follow signs io
Langus Riverfront Park,

From the Morth:

From I-5 at Marysville, ke Exit 198
Broadway m Maryswille) onte 529 South
(Pacific Highway). Exit onte Smith Tsland
AccessFrontage Foad, and follow signs o

Lanpus Riverfront Park:

Pedestrian Access from the Trailhead:
Walk or bake approximasely 1.0 miles along the
paved Langus Riverfront Trail to the Spencer
island Bridge.

Note: Parking is provided about SO0 feet west
of the park entrance, You can also park at the
City of Evereti’s Langus Riverfront Park.
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PORT GARDNER BAY MUDFLATS

The Port Gardner mudflats lie at the
Snchomish River's mouth, They are coatinually
forming, as the river—camying a boad of fine soil
partickes— is finally able bo release its carge when
its banks widen and its speed slows upen meciing
the ocean. The first inhabitands of the aresy prob-
ably seethed at the mouth of the Snohomish River.

Morth of the iver's mouth is Morth Ebey Is-
Land, sowth is Smith Island, Brackisl marsh {co6-
taiming some saliwaler) dominaies both shorelines

VWhat tn See

The impressive intertidal mudflats, created by
sedimenta deposited by the sloughs, provide a shal-
vy warler paradise for whldlifie. This place i3 o
and food for millions of barely visible bugs and
other critters, which in tum are food For salmon,
flat fish and cther marine fish. The varied habitat
of this area alse provides food, shelter and neat-
ing For 25,0000 g 35,000 waterfow] and wading
birds, fher animals live in the Sitkn Spruce

with grases and sedges, Freshwater marshes are gwamp of Ebey and Smith islands.
found at slightly higher clevations inland.
— e

Pags I0

YWhat to Do

Bird watching is fantastic, as is paddling
around via canoe or kayak to enjoy the sights and
sounds. Osprey, nesting from May to October on
the pilings, are oumerous.  Bleck-lailed Deer can
be seen in the marshes where they eal amd rest
They have been known 1o wade into the water to
eal aguestss plants, even putting their heads upder
wuler.  River Otters repularly visit the mudflat
ediges.,

The west end of Smith [sland s one of the
most popular duck hunting spots in the estuary,
Hunters anchor boats to the pilings and walk the
dikes behind the shoreline.

[irections

The oaly sccess to the mudilats and the
weatern shore of Morth Ebey and Smith islands
is by boat. There are no public docking sites.




QUILCEDA CREEK WETLANDS

This 395 acre wetland, west of Intersiale 5 What to See
il the City of Marysville, contains the only magor The various landforms and plants provide a
hahitat transition of its kind in the estoary. Here, wonderful and abundant variety of food and shel-
a brackish msarsh (ireeless wetland) transitions into ter fior many birds, fish and mamemals, including
a brackizsh swamp (treed wetland), The brackish Black-tailed Deer, Rascoen and small fodents.
swamip (some saltwater) changes inte a freshwa- Mumerows wildlife and waterfowl conpregate al
ter marsh, which fimally transitions into uplands the creek’s mouth and along Ebey Slough, inchod-
{dry ground}). Bulrush and catjail are ibe main ing ducks, peese and ospray, which nest bere.
plants in the fresh marsh, Sitka spruce trees lord A state sensitive plant, the hlack lily, is also
over ihe swamp, An vnuesoal stand of juniper is found here. The Washington Matural Heritage Pro-
akso Found within this area grarm has identified these wetlands as a special
Crutlceda Creek alse bas musch archeological habitat because juvenile salmon depend on it for
and cultural significance to the Tulalip Tribe, food, shelier and safety from predators. Spawn-
whose current day reservation is just morth of here, ing adult salmon and juvenile salmon moving up
This was the home of their ancesiors; some of and down Quilceds Ceoek are imporant to kocal
their original seulements were located here, tribes as food and culburally, as & connection to
Birit.
dnplarinh Bieer Extvary Recrvafivg Cuids
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What ty Do

Thas delto arena is an extremely impoiant rest
stop for migrating birds. [ boosis the ilied Erg-
cst concentration of wintermg willfow! in West-
ern Washingion—alter Skagit flats, and
Bowerman Basin (in Grayis Harbor near
Foguiam). Bird walching in the spring and fall
can be quite rewarding. The numerous drainage
chanpels and Quilceda Cresk iself are wonder-
ful to explore by canoe or kayak. In addition, it's
a great way ta watch the birds and wildlife.

Tunting is excellent here as the wellands and
suktanter minrshes appeal to mary migrating ducks
and gecac.

You can paddle to the Quilcedn wetlands by
launching from Marysville. (See the paddle boat
kaunch sites secton ] Coordinate your launch with
the tides 50 you can easily float down Ebey Slough,
pass Marysville, to the Cheloeds Creek Wetlands.
A high tide will allow one to enter Quilcedn Cresk
and enjoy the armay of wetland vegetation along
the shores and the Sitka Sprece foress. A rip
from this launch o Everett Marine Park {or vice
versa) is not 100 sirenuous and very scenic,

Directinns

This wetland, west of 1-5 and the Ciry of
Marysville, is bisscted by Cuilceda Creek, 14
is bounded by 14th Ave NE and 19th Ave NE
b thie west, Ebey Slowgh to the south, and
Tulalip Road to the north,  Access is possible by
boat, Foellow Ebey Slowgh to the mouth of
Cnlceda Creek and then paddle wpstream,




NORTH EBEY ISLAND

T: s 1
Morth Ebey Island is immediately enst of
I-5, just south of Marysville. 1t is mosily marsh,
filkzd with catiails, rushes, sedges and some trees.
The criginal wetlands, which encompassed 20,000
acres, wene diked starting in 1875—before the City
of Everett formed, Hs interior has reverted back
towetlond (aboat 2,000 scres), since the dikes were
breached in 1950 amd 1963,
The railroad bridge crossing North Ebey
Slough was built about 1910 B is a round table
design that pivotas 90 degrees 1o le all boais

throwgh.

What to Sec

The breachied dikes, with their resulting flood-
ing. provide feeding and resting areas for many
ducks, geese, wading birds, hawks, songbirds, plus
an gocasionnl Bald Eagle or Peregrine Falcon. The
sumounding farmland alse containg valuable food
for all kinds of berds. The dikes are particularly
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acoessible fo muskrats, which dig holes in them,
beginning the breaching process. Other mamimals
living here include Black-talled Deer and Beaver.

Ebey Shuagh’s small tnbotaries that line ihe
coast provide critical habitat for salmon, particu-
larly Coho salmon, which spend up to a year in
ilveso safe nursery trbutares.

What fo Do

Try bird and mammal waiching by canoe,
kayak or hoat. Of even fish watching, Duwck hund-
ing is best m open water between the two sloughs,
and in the wetland via the breached dikes, Flyfish
for cutthroat trowt and steelhbead in the Ebey and
Steamhoat Sloughs.

Dilrections
Watercrafta are the only way 1o reach Morth

F.bl:'_l,r Nslamsl

THE BIG HOLE

The Big Hole, nkso called the Big Pond or
Big Swamp i5 just that—1 ) acoes of weiland
smack in ihe center of Spencer Island. 11's a fresh-
water marsh, filled with catiaal and bulrush, Trees
and wild roses grow on the surmounding dikes.
U the east side of the pond & a broken dike,
evidence of an illegal dredging operation from
ihe 50% by a mill looking for o shart cut to Aoat
logs to s city. Numerous atiempts were made o
repair the dike but it constantly gave way.

What to Ses

The best views of the Big Hole can be seen
as you enter Undon Slough. The wetland provides
food and homes for Bald Eagles, ducks, Great
Blue Hevons, amd other wading birds. The treed
swamps providge habitat for Wood Duwcks, Red-

fail Hawks, songbirds, Black-taibed Deer, Musk-
rail, amed Beawver.

What i D

This is an exccllent area fior bard waiching and
fishing. The Big Hobe is also a very popular place
for duck hunting, primanly because of ibe slaw-
ness in which the tides recede here.  This allows
the hunier to hunt longer since the waber leaves
hecie last.

Directions
HAccess is possible only by kayak, canoe or
smiall boat

Sarhomish Bher Esnaery Kecraaion
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OTTER ISLAND

”South Ebey

pAjg apisAuung

At only 164 peres, Otter Island is the most
pristing land in the cstuary, [t was spared any
development or cufting duwe o ibe knee deep wa-
ter found throughout the island, 18 is located be-
teeen Ebey and Sieamboat Slowghs. A foresied
willand or swanip covers aboul half the island's
wesl aule; & marshy wetland clatms the island's
CINE.

What o See

(ter [sland is perhaps the best example of
haw the Sachomish River estuary looked before
diking and famming changed it. It was the first
parcel purchased by Snohomish County for iis
wetland preservation program. Bald Eagles, Red-
tailed hawks and Osprey nest here,

What to Do

Bird watch for hawks, cagles and other binds
of prey, Kayak or canoe around this scenic is-
land. Fish for cutthroat trowt, steelbead and bass.
The water here is mostly fresh, even thowgh there
5 some Udal influence.

Directinns

Because of the pristine condition of the is-
lanl, access on the Bland is prohibibed. Bt you
are welcome to paddle aroumd the island and en-
jov the sights from the water,

Snchomish Siver Esmaoe Becremtion Sl
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CENTRAL EBEY ISLAND

Betwoen the
Fighway 2 trestls and
Ot 1sland is Central
Ebey Island. This area
peavides B unmigque ex-
ample of how people
and wildlife can coex-
ist. The northem poe-
tion has tree lined
dikes that provide
st benefits for wild-
life, The isalated
stands of freshwater
marsh and scattered
stands of conifers pro-
vide additional hali-
tat.

What fo See
Portions of the
aren continne to he
farmed and still pro-
vide habitat for coy-
otes, hawks, wood-
peckers and songhirds.

Whiat to [

The north portion of Central Ebey Island is a
great place {0 appreciate wildlife. Get there by tak-
ing the Ebey Exit off Highway 2. Immediately
after you exit the trestle, take the road that heads
east, Tt loops north and heads under the irestle,
becoming Riverside Road.  Follow it through a
residendial arca to 12th Stree, When 12th Sereet
tisrre north, it becomes 163rd. Drive down 163rd,
past Ebey Island Tree Farm. On the exst side of
this street there are pomds that usually hoat waber-
fowl. The strest ends at o gate, There is no ires-
passing off the public read.

A drive east of Central Ebey Island, along
Sunnyside Boulevard, allows you to view birds

congregating on the
Ebey [sland Mats. To
et there, take Fhigh-
way 2, then Highway
204 (a wide left tum)
and at your first cppsor-
funiiy, turn lefi onte
Sunnyside Blvd, As
you drive morth fo-
wards Marysville, the
road rises and provides
a beaulifiul pancramic
view of ihe estuary,
Evercit, and on a clear
day, the Olympic
Blousitains.

lirections

Take the 43rd
Averue exit off of the
Haghway 2 trestle.
Take the Arst ledl,
onto the road that
loops under the
trestle.



SOUTH EBEY ISLAND

South Ebey Island is the area south of High-
way 2. The aren consists of cxpansive flat lands
that have been extensively diked and drained. As
a result, not mach remaing of the nofural wetland
habitat. It is now primarily farm Land

What o See

South Ehey Islond fields flood during winter
and early spring. These tempoeary lagoons host a
wariety of insects and planis that attract many spe-
cies of water birds. Thousands of migratory birds
flock 1o these ponds 1o rest during their joumney.

This area is good for birdwaiching during the
migratory scasons. Because of ils expansiveness,
you will probably want 1o use your car to get around
from sife to gite,  Backroads cross the flat basds
and get you close to the ponds. Drive slowly and
keep your distance from the birds, This improves
your viewing opportunitses and allows the birds
o peacefully continue (heir activities,

The first place 1o visit on South Ebey while
car hird waiching is 43nd Avenue, just off of the
Highway I trestle, On cither side of the road are
small lagoons that are uswally alive with

waterfowl, Fusther soath down Forty-Third Awe,
which becomes Homeacres Road, are maore great
birding arens. Follow Homescres Rood and take
a right on Swan Slough Rd, which ends in a T. IF
v lake a Fght (morth) you will deive down &
grovel romd that beads to the point where Ebey
Slough converges with the Snobomish River. This
forested, secluded area is & sanchaary for o few
birds. If you take a beft {south) you will be on
Bverview Bul, which folllows the Seolsamdsh Biver.
As you drive down this romd, notice the quamd
farmhouses and remains of old docks and pilings
that lime the shore,

O the west side of the Snchomish River, on
415t Street is Lowell Riverside Parik. It has a nice
asphalt path that follows the Snohomish River for
abgait a mile. From the path, you can see the his-
boric bulldings of Lowell and sercas the river there
i5 good wildlife habitat.

Just south of Lowell Riverside park, virtually
an exiension of the park, is Rolary Park. This is
the best spod o lawnch o canoe of kayak if vou
want to explore the Snohomish River or Ebey
Slough. The water in this area is less affected by
the tides, but you must contend with strong river
carremnis, Mok of e Bunch site, along ithe west
side of the Snobhomish River, i3 BEvereit's maost
histarie industrial area—the birthplace of Lowell
and Everetl. The lumber mills that once flouwr-
ished along ihis stretch bave vimsally disappeaned.

South of the launch, the river's east side is
fairly rural. Less than half a mile south you will
find an agriculioral runoff control gate.  Farmers
have carved numerous canals (o drain ise land
for their cattle and crops. The canals eventaally
converge and their nan inta the river is controlled,
al this location, by a small dam. In from of the
dam, where ihe netrent-nich water funs into the
river, commorants, ducks and hawks converge,

It is a short and easy float from Rodary Park
b0 Lamgua Park. The quick carrent will carry yoo

past the busy river shores, A looger bat adveniur-
ous floai Iz a paddle down ibe Snohomish River
io the tip of North Smith skand ar i Priest Point,
At either one of these locations one should wait
for the incoming tides for the retumn trig. Omoe the
tide begins to rise, catch the incoming current up
Ehey Slough. Gokng back up Ebey Shugh, ta
Rotary Park will make a complete circumnavign-
tien of the estoary,




DRAINAGE DISTRICT 6 and SOUTH SNOHOMISH RIVER

é ] Emn Rd —

Drainage Distrsct 6 is a 453 acre strip of wet-
land that boarders Ebey Slough. It is owned and
managed by Snphomish Countys Public 'Works
Depariment. [t was puschased as a wetlond res-
wrution project and o enhancs flood contral. It
is one of the best examples of weiland preserva-
tion in the catuary.

Currently, there are no formal public access
points o the Diainage District & property,  Pub-
lie Works. intends on improving access by con-
structing trails along the dike, building a wetland
interpretive center and providing a lauach for
paddle powered watercrafts,

What to Do

beo fommeal trails are available at Dirainage [hg-
trict 6. South of the aren, about 4 miles down-
streams on the Soohomish River, lies the wwn of
Snohimish. This is a very historie 1own, known
for its antique malls and well-preserved architec-
ture, For historical buils, there is Blackman's nae-
seum, on Avenue B, ereated i one of Snohomish's
cldest houses (buill m 18TH).
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Along the Snobomish River, in the historic
portion of town, is Cady Park. Cady Park is a per-
fect spod 1o stant a paddle trip through the estusary.
Typical trips include a float to Rotary Park in
Lowell, ara 10 mile, 3-howr paddle to Langis Park
m Everett. Floating down the Sachamish River
from Cady Park in Smchomish i scenic and the
river's current carmies you along effortlessly. Along
the shores you will see pilings lefi from the time
when the nver was a main transportstion route
for raw timber. Abong with wildlife, you will float
by some beautifal fammband, the tips of old bams
and colorful howses are wisible from river bevel.

Other paddle routes from Cady Park might be
a Moat all the way to the mouth of the Snobomish
River and om 1o Everett Marine Park ar o detour
down Ebey Slough o the Marysville boat launch.
There is & flood gate on Fbey Slough just east of
the Snohomish River, Ebey Sough fork. Make sure
il 1% apen before you set off,

Aot Siver £y Secration Gade
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A description of some of the many plants and animals
that you might encounter at the estuary.
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The mast visible and exciting anismals in the
esfuary are the winged anes. The high prodactiv-
ity of estuarics provides a level of food and shelter
not found in many otber parts of the state, sttract-
ing common and exotic birds alike. The
Sachomish River Estuary is also significant 1o the
msillwnes of birds migrating along the Pacific Fly-
way from Alaska to Antarclica; they depend on
amd stop at estuaries like this one to rest and re-
fiazl. How lucky for s that these essential pit stops
ore unbeatable places o waich wildlife. Woee:
Review the bird list of the back of this guide. Here
are descriptions of some of the most sighted birds.

Bald Eagle
I1s white head and tail, and huge yellow bill
casily sdentify an adalt Bald Eagle. This bird is

three fieet tall and it's wings measure six fieet from
tip to tip. It is most often seen near rivers, lakes
und along the coast, where it perches in tll trees
te search for dead or dying salmom, small mam-
mals, ducks and camrion (dend mear). Immaruee
eagles often “pirate™ fish from other bieds. [t
makes a huge, six-foot wide neat in the crotch of
tall trees or rocky cliffs.

Belted Kingfisher

This is ihe only kingfisher in the 11,5, Ttisa
siocky bird (about one foot tall), with a lange head
and bill. Both sexes hove a slaie blue breast band
across their white bellics. Look for kingfishers
near woodlind sreams and ponds and the const,
where they hover over waler or walch from low
perches, then plunge headfirst to catch a fish,
Other meals inchude frogs, snakes, nsects, voung
birds and mice, Its call is a lowd, dry raftle, Both
parents help dig a burrow inia a rnverbank, asu-
ally three (o 8ix feel deep,

Canada Goase
The Canada Goose is our most common
gaase, with a distinctive black hbead and white
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chin strap streiching from ear to ear. It nests in
marshes, meadows and small islands, eating
mosily grasscs, sedges, grains, bulbs, bemmes @and
msects. Flocks of them usually migrare in W for-
matian, stoppimg b el m wetlands, meadows or
cultivated fields, on their way south for the win-
ter. The call is a decp, musiczal “honk-a-honk”,

Dubile Crested Cormorant

This bird gets its name from the two tafts of
white festhers curving back from behind its eyes
that form a double crest. Except for s large or-
amge throal powch, it s blackish brown in color,
This cormorant lives on rocky coasts, beaches,
inland lakes and rivers and has a complex coun-
ship dance. [t eats mainly schooling fish, which
it dives for. D13 kinked neck is distinetive in flight,
with eyves adapted for aenal as well as underwaner
VESHOML

Gereat Blue Heron

A largs gray-blue heron, abmat four feet all,
stick thm, with a long yellow bill, It has o black
stripe ahove its eve and streaks down its white
forencck. The adult, during mating sexson, also
gports ormake plumes an its head, neck and back,
The great blue can be found amywhere near water,

BIRDS
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standing =till paticntly, waiting for o ligle fish o
crigs its path,  This heron mests in colonics with
ather herons, usually high up in trees, and flies a3
Far a5 South America s spend the winker.

Mallard Dock

The mallard i3 a dabbling duck,
meaning it eats by dpping all-up 5o bis bead can
rench agquatic plants, seeds and snails in shallow
lakes, ponds ond flooded fields. This also
means i does not peed & raaning stan to teke
ol hut springs directly into flight. The male is
quite noticeahle with his metallic green feath-
ered head and neck, yellow bill and chestnat
beeast. The fernale is mottled Brown bo camaon-
flzge her while nesting. Made of reeds and
grasses, the nest s lined with down leathers,
ared concealed by sumounding vegetation,

Marthern Flicker

This foot-lomg bird has a brown barred back,
gpotted under-parts, and a black crescem hib. It
white rump paich is conspicucus in flight. Males
have a red ar black mustache siripe. [t is common
in open woads and suburban areas, oflen seen om
the ground, eating ans plus some nuts and seeds,
This bird is typically the calprit making all the
racket on metal siding, rain gubters and other noisy
materinks at davbreak m the spring.  Thas drem-
ming is part of the make’s courtship routine to at-
fract & mate. It usually nests in a iree cavity or
bank burrow alreacy dug.

Osprey

The Osprey is often called the fish hawk be-
cmase it hovers over water searching foe fish, then
dives towards i, plunging feet first inte the water
to snatch it. [Its color is dark brown above and
wrhile bebow, with & white head and prominent dark
eyve stripe. [es bulky stlek nest—built in irees, on
sheds, poles or docks, as clase to water as it can

get—ia returned to and added on 1o, year after year.
Erprrafion Chu



FISH

The estuary provides ideal habitat for a va-
riety of fish, Fish find refuge among the shal-
Red-tailed Hawk low meandering channels of salt marshes, cat-

tail wetlands and Sitka Sproce swamps, An-
glers can catch chum salmon, starry flounder,
pink salmon, peamouth chub, coho salmon,
sculpins, sticklebacks and perch. Like any fish-
ing area, certain bocations are betier than oth-
wrs, The following |sts a few areas where cer-

This is our east comemon broad-winged hawi,
with, of course, & nesty red tnil. Otherwise, this
hawk’s colorstion varies greatly, including a dackly
streaked belly band that is mot always there, It
lives in woods with nearby open land, and eats
mice, rabbile voles, crayfish and fish, The nest is

usually made in the crotch of a large tree with a tain speckes have been prevalent,
commanding view. Femples offen retusn 1o the
area they nested i the year before. Chum Sulmon
Chum are the most frequently caught
Song Sparrow snlmon in the csfuary, Catches have been the

best near Spencer Marsh, on Mid-Spencer Ts-
land. Or Ratlroasd Marsh {an extensive marsh
siusted an Stepmboat Skough at the upper end
of the estuzary) later in the migration season,
Runs peak in [ate April and agom in late May,

A amall bird with sireaked colormtion, 8 white
belly and streaks on its side and breast that often
meet in & central spot. Tts tail is long, rounded,
and pumped in flight. This sparrow's song is typi-
cally three or four clear notes fallowed by o buzzy
“tow-wee’, then & trill. It is found in brashy ar-
eas, especially in dense streamside thickets It eals Coho Salmon
grass and flower seeds, and some berries. Cohe do not gather in centain areas in the
The nest is bencath a tuft of grass, a bush ar a estuary like the Chum, Caiches have been good
brush pile, made of grasses, strips of bark, in the main chansels and around Ebey Marsh,
lenves at the southerm tip of North Ebey Island. Runs

peak in eid to late May and in early July.

Senhomizh Rivee £ . Tuide
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Chinoak Salmon

This salman = rare in the cstoary, Catches
have been recorded in Ebey Slough, Union Skoagh,
and along the Union Slough Marsh during July.
This apecies was listed as “threstened” under the
Endingered Species Act in March, 1999,

Pink Salmon

In Puget Sound, pink salmon migrate from
fhe rivers in even vears and retum in odd years in
mest imstences, Catches are good in Ebey Sloagh,

Cutthroat Trout Mammals, unforimmately, aré Bol as easy 1o
Cutthroat are not common in the esiuary. ohserve &s hirds, For this reason, there is no point
They have been infrequently caught in the: lower in specifying where you might see a certain mam-
Steamboat Marsh and at Union Slough Marsh. mal, with the possible exception of sea lions, It
Both sites are close to Puget Sound, Catches have does help to know which animals you might en-
heen recorded from May to Octaber, counter where, although seeing them i as much
chance due chance as it is patiently, quietly waik-

Steelhead Trout ing. And it does not hart to notice other signs of
These trout arz also found in good quantities their presence, such as nibbled or bent plants, foot

in the estuary. Catches are good from labz April prints, fur or hair, trails and mammal poop (called
1o August; May is the best month. seat). Here's a brief description of the more com-

Starry Flownder
This fish is abundant in the estuary, Cabehes
are high lroem lave May to Auguast, Siarmy floun-

der are canght throughout the estsary.

Peamouth Chub

This chub is the second most abundant non-
salmon fish species, behind starry flounder, in
the estuary. They frequently inhabst off-
chanpels, and are caught primarily in late April
through October; peak catches are in June,

This large rodent is rich brown in color, with a
scaly, naked tail shaped like & flat paddle aboat six
Spchomizi Siver Extwary Broovafing (uide
Mage F5
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inches wide. It s mainly noctumal, although oc-
casionally seen by day. With ais huge chestoue
colored front teeth, it cats the bark and small twigs
of trees, and stores branches and small sections of
logs anderwater near its lodge. The beaver has
Jjust recently been recognized for its role in water
conservation and flood prevention. Its many dams
help store water for times of drought and prevent
or reduce flooding quate effectively.

Black-tailed Deer (Mule Deer)

This deer has a stocky body with sturdy legs.
In summez, #s coat B reddish or vellowish brown
and grayish in the wmter. The throat patch, ramp
patch and inside of its ears are white. [is tail is
black or dark brown, These deer have large ears
that move independently and almost constantly,
henoe the name, mule dees.  Primarily active in
memings, evenings, and an moonlit nights, they
may also be active at madday in winter. Black-
taiked deer have a suff-legped bounding gait, with
back begs then fromt legs moving together. They
are also good swimmeers.

California Sea Lion

It is slender, brown and appears black when
wet,  Males are up o eight feet long, with high
foreheads, weighing 600 Ib, while females weigh
200 Ib, Thas is the fastest aquatic carmivore, swimm-
mang up to 25 mph when pressed, ofien porpoising
abong at the surface, It uses sonar for underwater
navigation and Finds fish and squid at aight, spend-
ing much of the day sleeping on islands. Killer
whales and sharks are its predators,

Cayaote

The coyote, or brush wolf, looks like a me-
dmm-sized dog. It is gray or reddish gray, with
rusty begs, feet and ears; its throat and belly are
whitish. The coyote is a night hunter, but is often
eoan any time of day, searching for small rodents

and rabbits within a ten-mile radius, Its den is
usuadly in the ground, bui it will use other shelter.
The coyote can run mare than 40 mph for short
distances. In the evening, they call to cach other
using a series of high-pitched yaps and yips.

Harbor Seal

The Harbor Seal is smaller than the Califor-
nia Sea Lioa, only five feet long, weighs up to 225
pounds. This seal s won-gray with brown spots,
beown with gray spods of silvery gray. No ears are
veible, Most likely seen al the mowihs of rivers
and in shallow harhars, spendmg maost of its time
on shore.  The hathor seal eats fish, shellfish and
squid and can remain underwater for up to 20
minutes. 1t “hauls” out on land to give birth,

Dl i e

This weasel-like mammal 5 rich dark brown
with & distinctive whate chin patch, and a slightly
bushy fail. The mink, only & foot to 17 inches
long, 15 an excellent swimimer &nd is mainly found
near streams and lakes, [t hunts after dark for
small mammaks, birds, egus, frogs, crayfish and
fish. The mink's den is typically in a stream or
lake bank,

Muskrat

fis tail is what gives this animal away. At 14
inchies long. willh nch brown fur, the muskrai's
long naked, scaly, black tail is shaped like a boat
rudder, with flat sides, Its conical

Sochoenioh 81ver Estpgey Foemation Gl
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house of marsh vegetation, two &0 thres feet above
wadter, belies its presence i marshes. [t also bur-
rows inlo stream banks to creste a den. The en-
trances are always underwater.  The muskral eats
miostly aguatic vegedation, but also o few clams,
firogs and fish.

ik possu m

This is the only mammal i Morth America
whoss young matare in & specinl marsuipial pouck,
About the size of a houss cat, the opossum has a
heavier body and & pointed nose. [ face is white,
cars black amd long and its grasping tail s railike,
It prefers farmland, bug alse lives in womds and
along streams. The opossum is uswally anly #c-
tive af might, searching for finits, vegetables, nuts,
eead, eges and insects. [twill live in almsost any
sheltering hole, including hollow logs ar beneath
buildings, often in cities. May feign death by play-
ing “possum” when cormered.

The reccoon is about the size of small dog,
bait writh a foot-long tail with distinet whitizh rings
on it Its face books concealed by the bisck mask
avEr s s s |:|-||-|:|.:|.' 1% salt and PEppET colored,
Home is slong streams and lakes near woodsd ar-
eas or rock cliffs, where it can den in hollow logs
of rock crevices. Amnother nighi hunter, i eais
Frudts, nuis, groins, msecis, frogs, crayfish, bind
eggs—anything if can get its little hands on, of-

ten dunking its food in water before eating.

River (itter

It has an elongated body (op fo 30 incles
long), dark brown fur wiih a paler belly, promi-
nent whitish whiskers, and a kong tail thick at the
base and gracheally tapering to a point. The River
hter is active by day if not distarbed by human
netivity, looking for figh, frogs, crayfish and othes
wxiery poodies in the sireams and lakes 5 calls
hame. [t has a streamlined body, nadder-like tail,
anl enrs amd mostrils with valves to keep out wa-
ter. Iis permanent den is often inoa river bank,
with enirances both below and above the waber
line.

Townsend Vale

This mowse-like creaiure s one of he lagger
voles af six inches long, plus a two to three-inch
tail, 1t is typically blockish-brown with a gray
blby and ears that stand up well above its fr. This
vobe is sctive day or nighi. Home (s asy modst
field or meadow, usually near water. [is presence
cin be detected by narmow runways (1-2 inches
wids) through matied grass, small piles of boosn-
ish droppings, and shor pleces of prass slems
aloag these runways.

amotioming 8iviee Linaey Secrgosinn Ol
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REPTILES
AND AMPHIBIANS

Reptiles and amphibians are even more se-
gretive than mammals. You are most apt o find
repliles during the summer. Snakes can be sscn
warming themsalves in the sun or beard slithees-
ing belind tall grasses. Frogs can be found or
heard near pomds o other bdies of permanent
wiier with vegeiation,

Common Carter Snake

This snabie’s color 15 bighly wvared, but back
aml side stripes are usually well-defined. Red
blntches or a dowble row of altemating black spots
are often present between stripes. The gartes anake
is the most commaon in most of Morth Amerca, [
is active during i day and most frequeenily seen
amid moisl vegelstion where i searches for frogs,
taads, salamanders, amd eartbrworms, and occa-
sipnally ents small fish and mice. [t hibematcs n
greal numbers in commanity dens in iis noriberly
range.  [l-temipered when first capiored, i will
bite or expel musk, but it ames guickly and be-
coames. docile,

Morihern Red-lkgged Frog

This is a large, reddish-brown to gray frog,
with many pooely defined dark specks and
blodches. lis underside is yellow with a wash of
red on Lovwer ahdomen and hind legs, Tt is
usually found near ponds or other permanent
witler with sxiensive vegeiation. In
the waber, a single female frog
can Lay globs of mls confum-
ifg up o 20,000 epgs,
Egys havch
within o momth,

PLANTS

Wetland and estuary plonts are fypical and
abound bhere.  The following are descriptions of
e miost comamoe plants,

Cotimils

Cattails have long, flat, narrow leaves that
are |-2 cm. wide. This is a semiaquatic plant that
iz goncrally found in marshes, Cablail provides
important habitat and food for mamy marsh ani-
mals, inchuding wrens, blackbirds, waserfow] and
muskrats. A number of coastal aboriginal people
wove leaves of cattails and bulrushes mfo mats
for bedding, siting or kneeling on in canoes, as
msulation for winter homes, or for capes, hats,
blankets, or bags. Cartail seed floff was used as
saffing for pillows and matresses, as a wound
dressing and for diapers.

Eelgrass

Thes 15 a partinlly floating manne perennial
with leafy, flattened stems. [t thrives in inder-
tidal, sheliered shores and forms colonica on
mvuddy substrales especially m estuaries, The

PLANTY

crisp, sweel rhizomes and leaf-bases of celgrass
and surl grass were ealen foesh or deied inio cakes
for wimier fomd by coastal Indians. Tt was also
served at special feasis.

Long stemmed bulrush

I has & single, sharply rangular, Tong stem,
It is found in fresh and brackish marshes, shores,
wet meadows and ditches.  Bulnesh is one of the
miat widespread flowering plants, found o sev-
eral contmenis, Coaslal Indians used the stems
as foundation maberinl for beawtiful wrapped-twing
boskets made [rom sedge, and also for weaving
hasket lids and handles. “Bulrish' has mothing
o o with rushing bulls; s a cormuption of pole-
mush because the plant grows i pm]s of water,

BMsotha rose

This roae has larpe prickles al ihe baze of each
beaf, The Aoweris pimk and larges (48 cm, across)
It is found in & variety of generally open habitats,
ghorglines, meadows, thickets, streamside areas
and roadaides. Branches ofall species of wild rose-
alomg with skunk cabbage leaves, femn fronds, pine
needles, or salal-were sometimes used in steam-
ing pits, cooking baskets and reot-storage pits.

Red sbder

This is a deciduous tree with thin, gray,
srraith bk, ofben covered with while patches of
lichens, The leaves are imegularly and sharply
toothed beaf marging that are rolled under. 11 iz an
Bgpreasive, fast-growing, but shoe-lived hardwood
{old ar 54 yemrs) that thrives on moasd, disturbed
sibes. Iis wood, the best for smoking salmon and
other fish, is soff and even grained, and is atill
used for making feast bowls, masks, raiiles and a
variety af odher il=ms, Indians sometimes als the
inmeer bark in the spring, as i was highly valued
for medicinal qualities.

Sitka spruce

A large tres with long, horizontal main
branches and drooping branches, it is easily
identificd by its sharp mesdbes that poist out on
all sides. The needles were befieved to give it
special powers for pratection against evil
thoughts, [nafions used the Boughs in winter
dance ceremonies to prodect the dancers and 1o
BCAre spectators. Among cosslal Indsan tribes,
the inner bark was eaten fresh or dried inta
cakes and eaten with bemries. The young shoot
s an excellent source of vitamin O, Tle piich
was often chewed for pleasure and used as
piedicine Tor bums, bails slivers, ponamhea,
syphilis, colds, sore throats, internal swellings,
rieumatism and toothaches,




HISTORY

= Contributed by David Dilgard,
Everett Library

Everett and its neighboring estuary have a re-
markable and kengthy history, starting with the firsd
humans o live bere, the Tolalig Indians. These
maisve peaple ook advamage of thbe area’ s plentaful
fish and wildlsfe. Settlers, wha did ot arrove uniil
the lube 1HOHs, were attracted by the area’s abun-
dant timber resources.  Timber harvesting led to
the development of sanmills and ofher fimber re-
lated indusirics alomg the banks of the cstaary”s riv-
wrg and shoughs, Even woday, tmber mill log rafis
float an the north end of the esfuary,

At the twm of the cemmary, agricultural devel-
opment af the ssmuary increased on its flar and fer-
tile land. Drking and draimieg activities were wied
to coatrel the constant Nomling of this area, and
created the most drastic changes in the esuary. Ad
least 19,000 acres of wetlands were comverted to
agricaltural uses and 44 onibes of bevess were buali
ainee dikes were used starting m 1867, Diking and
draining confined the rivers and shoughs to steeply
skoped earthen walls and reduced riparian vegeda-
tion and dramatically decreased wildlife habdiar,
Agriculneral practices and dike mainienance shll

}
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continue toeday. A decline m timber and a shifi
from harbor-dependent industnies led to the cer-
fain deaih of large industrics and lomber mills
alomg the waler ways. [h meosl cated, only aban-
doned huildings or foumdations remain.

The following is a list of histonc locations
and events accessible by fool, car or watercmfi,
Refer to the accompanying map for location,

1. Vancowver's Anchorapes, 1792,

Captain George Vancouver made three an-
chorages in the summer of 17592 in Possession
Sound. The Capiain anchorsd iommediately off
Felukzlgen, betaeen Hal and Camano [slands, and
adjncent to Talalip Bay, where an, June 4, 1792,
he claimed possession of this region for George
I of England, hence, Poascsaion Sownd to the
west of Everett. Port Gardner Bay was named
by Vancouver for Sir Alan Gardner of the Brit-
ish Admiraly. Whidbey Island, like Puget
Sound veell, bears tve mame of an officer under
Wancowver’s command,

Smodnwirh Biver Eaiuery Rocrgpiton Guids
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L, Early Harbor Development, 1892-25

An imporiant part of the plan o develop an
industrial city & the west end of the Great Morh-
erm Railway was the consiruction of an elabo-
rate harbor. Though the design was never fully
camied out, certain elements of it can be séen on
Ietiy Iskamd, which fully evaolved from a hreak-
water inatalled ro protect the inner harbor chan-
nel, the 10th Streed Dock (now backfilled), and
an gxtension of the peninsular bayfront, When
initially undertaken the 10ih Sireet Dock was a
finger pier extending westward so far from shore
that local residents jokingly refesred o it and
the mill that stood at s western end as “The
Lighthouse™,

1, Laesi Mills of the Morth Waterfront,
1913, The north part of Everett’s
bayfront cnee hosted many sawmills with
bwering smokestacks apd smoldering wasic
bumers, It was once the site of the Fred K.
Baker cedar mull, buali in 1953, It became ihe
Hulbezrt mill in 1920, producing a5 moch as
B0 000 feet of lumbser snd a third of a million
shingbes per day. Located below 10k Seocer,
the Hulbert mill was consumed by a spectacu-
Lar four alarm fire on Awgust 3, 1956, Like-
wige, it's neighbar, the Jamison shingle mill,
wanl up in MNames 11 vears io the month later,
with 100 tirefighters stragaling for three hours
bo condrol the flames.

4, The Cathalic Mission of Father Chirowase,
1857,

Marth of the mouth of the Snohamish River
was one of fhe earliest European settlemenits in
what woukl become Snchomash County, The
Cathalic mission near Cuilceda Cregk was es-
teblished By Father Eugene Casimir Chirouse
in 1857, Father Chirowse evenpally moved to
Muszeon Beach at Tulahp Bay. His earlier loca-

HISTORY
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200 1% sull known as Priest Poinl

&, From Indians to Shingle Ml

The northwest thp of the Everett peninsula,
knowm ioday as Prestom Point or Blackman's Point,
was the principal winter village of the Snohamish
Tribe. This fortified community was surroanded by
a oedar palisade w defend ns ikhabitanis from the
rals of the Southern Kwakiutl and other aocthem
tribess wiho came t0 Puget Sound secking sloves, Affer
the Tulalip Rescrvation was created this spot was
the sit2 of a hotel and siore operated by the Presion
brothers. The site would eventually host Everen’s
first shingle mill, built by the Blackman brothers,
that began production early in 1892,

.  Pioneer Doctor and Horticoltorid, THE3
The most westerly island of the Snchamish
River Eatnary was named after a prominest Seatls
physician, Dr, Henry A, S3mith, As carly as 1863,
Dr. Smith expressed interest in diking and draming

dnokoeing River Snwery Secresion e
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the delta of tse Snpohomish River for agricubaml
use. Famed a8 the intespreter {or perhaps the au-
tharh of the controversial Chisf Seatile speech,
Smnith cultivabed & remarkable orchard and served
as physician for the Tulalip Reservaton while re-
siding on Smith [sland. He retumed in his farm
al Smith’s Cove in Seattle in the 18705,

7. The Last af Everctt’s Weyerhasuser Mills,
1953-1%92,

The Weyerkseuser Mill was located along the
northeast portion of Preston Point. In the Spring
of 1992, Weyerhaeuser Mill C, a pulp mill com-
pleted in 1953 which once prodsced 330 tons of
pulp per day, closed down and ended a logal
Weyerhasuser presence which stretched back %)
years. Coavinced by rail magnate and neighbor
Jiem Hill s bocate at the west end of his GN line,
the Weyerhacusers began their involvement in
lumber production in 1902 with a palat project mill
ot Everett. The towerng stack of Mill © s a re-
minder of the days when Eversit was a bustling
“City of Smokestacks” which Iiterally darkened
the skies with evidence of its industrial prowess.

K. Whalebhack Shipyard, 1894
An imporiant parl of the original Hewit!
Colby plan for Everett was o plant to build an un-

usual type of steel-hulled ship, known as a
whaleback. Though they caused & great stir in
marine tronspori on the Grear Lakes, the
whalehscks were leas of 2 success on the high seas,
One vessel was completed at Everstt, the City of
Everett, which at 365 feet was the bargest ship ever
banlt im the Pacific Morthwest up to dat iime. [
was lmmched here with gala ceremony an Oeto-
ber 24, 1894, I 1915, the Weyerhasuser Com-
pany built the plamt known as Mill B on the same
apid. The Weyerhasuser CHfice Building, now wsed
by the Chamber of Commerce at the eniranse o
Marina Village (14™ Street and Marine View
Dirive], stond for many vears af Mill B,

9. lkFwted Smelier, 1894-1914

O the: blufT behind the whaleback shipyard
staod A amelter intended o handle the rch ares
expecied from the bonte Cristo mining district
in the Cascade Mountains, ahout 30 miles cast of
Everett, A rml line comnecting the mines and the
smelier was ¢losed down just befone the First Woeld
War. (Though loag-since erased from the land-
scape, the ghost of this early indusiry has surfaced
recently with revelations of buried toxic depos-
Bls.)

10, Ferry-Baker MEL, 1902

O the siverfronl, opposibe an island that is
still known by the company name once stood one
of Evereti’s most prominent carly sawmills, the
Ferry-Baker. Actually construted for the Hice
Lurnber Company, the plant became Ferry-Baker
in the sprang of 1902, Among the early employ-
e was a young man named Garfield Kirk, who
became something of a Merthwest legend as a
champion shingle-packer. Kirk beld the regional
tithe off and on for the next two decades,

11. Great Northern's Dielta Yards, 1902
In 1902 Great Morthern Railway founder

HISTORY

Jamies J. Hill installed 2 substantial rail facility on
the Evercti siverfroni known a3 The Delia Yarnds,
imcarparating shops and o roundhouse,  Hill had
recently nequired what was lefi of the Everett Land
Company, the Hewit-Colby-Rockefeller synadicate,
amd was busy making Everetl méo the sont of mail-
head port that could fill the freight cars of the Great
Morihem with products, The Dl Yords were
imipreasive evidence of thbe intentions of the man
known as “The Empire Budlder™.

12, Sawmill to Langus Park, 1892-15%54
Providing much-nesded public access to the
recreational posafbilities of the Snolomish River,
Langus Riverside Park 15 ong of the City of
Everett’s newest city parks. MNamed for a much-
revered Evergit city council member, Langus Park
ig located close to the location of the old Hart
Brothers sawmill, The sawmill was Everett’s first
lumbes Bactary, which entered production in 1892,

13, Max Miller®s Stomping Ground, 1918-1915

Perhaps the most prominent literary figure
with Everett roots, Max Miller grew up on the
river. After the huge succesa of his first book, £
Cavwer the Waterfront, Miller wenl on o publsh a
member of works, They alluded to the bovhood
plessures indulged i along this stretch of the river,
including awimsning whene you wesen't supposed
i, playing canmibal on the sandbars, and rubbing

elbows with the hobos who caught fredghis a1 the
nigarby Dhelta Yards,

14, Canyom MEL 1907-1989

Um the lower promontary projecting eaarasand
into the Snokomish River delia, the Camyon Lum-
ber Company was built in 1907, Though bong
dormand, the plant survived uniil the late 19807,
the last of Everett’s old lumber mills to close
down, bany of the mill workers lived in homes
in ihe Mitchell Addition, located on the hlaff vis-
ible 1o the WESL afove the old mall site,

15, Junction af Waterways

The Snohomish River chanmel, which hugs
ihe shoreline of the Everell penmsula bebow this
point, was utially shallow and difficult to navi-
gate, As a result, early oiver traffic used Steam-
hoat Slough, joining the Snchomish River rouie
at its jumetico with Union and Deadwater Shosghs,
Part of Hemry Hewin's criginal harbor desigm in-
vithved the mstallation of locks af this poini in
ihe niver, with a cormesponding set of tide gates &t
the zouth cnd of the bayfrom harbor.

16. Machinery Far Forest amad Mill, 1593-1913
e of ibe industries encircling H=ewitt's
City of Smokestacks was the Sumner Tron Works
plant on the east side of the Snokomish Kiver,
Just south of the mouth of Deadwater Slough, The
sumner foundry and machine shop produced
sicam engines for mills and logging camps, as
well a3 oiber machmery such as their patented
shingle saw. There was even a brief attcmpt at
ship buildmg. Initially reached by 8 bridge at
ibe foot of Everstt Avenue, the site is now B8o-
lated and ovesgrown. [0 was abandoned by the
company after a disastrous fire in Apnl 1913,

Snnlsoaieh River Snary Recreation Gadale

Page 4]



HISTORY

17, Spithillis Wharf, 1892

Half Mative Amercan and half Scot, Neil
Spithill was an industrious homesteader at Everett
whir hiad un impressive reputalion as a buldes of
wharfs and bridges. His wanehouge and whart at
thee foot of California Avenue (now swept over by
a modem bridge) was an early commercial focal
poil. In the hall sbove his warchouse, benefits
were held to raise money for Everett's first bucket
brngade. On June 20, 1892 a raveling company
performed “Uncle Tom®s Cabam™ there, Fverett™s
first taste of professional drama,

18. A Plethara of River Sicamers, 1892

When word leaked out that Jim Hills mil-
road wonld first towmch tidewater al Everett nnd
millionaire Joha [, Bockefeller was helping to
build & ciry there, hordes of people flooded onio
the peninsula. Many of them came via
paddlewheel river steamers like the Mabel, May
Cueen and Cascade to Swalwell's Dok, at the
river food of Hewint Avenue. During the townsite
boom of 1892, Swalwell's Dock was literally abuzz
with comunercial and passenger traffic. Today the
Hewitt Avenue bridge approach marks the sile,

19. The Pacific-Chestnut Community of 1891

Before platted townsite bots were available, a
rastic cluster of businesaes was thrown iogether
in the late summer of 1591 o the foat of Pacific
Avenoe on the Snohoemish River. Promiment
among  these was Boughton Aldrich's
Workingmen's Grocery Sdore, the Brown Land &
Engineering Company office and an open-front
shack with a canvas roof selling fruit, cigars and
newepapers, Froprietor Anhur Baily assembled
this primative strschure from pisces of a packag-
ing crate he snagged as it drifted downsiream.
Whien Hewitt Avenue was opsned wp and lots went
o sale, the rarahackle colany of the foot of Pa-
cifbe was dismantled, Within months, the rails of
the Cireat Northern replaced it

0. Departed Riverfront Mills

Along the southeastern flank of the Everett
peninsula were some noteworthy industries, lang-
since lost, After more than 60 vears of lumber
prduction (sometimes &5 much as 5 million fest
per menth], the Eclipse Mill was destroved m May
1962 by coc of the costhest and most spectacular
fires m the city’s history, Large crowds watched
as 200 firefighters batiled the $2.5 million blaze.
Srx-hundred thowsand dollars worih of warehoused
lumbeer also went up in smeke. Further soath was
the Walton Mill, whose owners resided for may
years in the Rucker Mansion,

20, Indian Wars Incldent, 1855

Thowgh it had been raveled by canoe for cen-
taries, the first steam navigation of the Spobom-
ish River iook place late in 1855 when the schoo-
ner Trask was towed upriver by ithe iron sicamer
Traveler, The island to the east bears the name of
Colonel [sses Ebey, lemler of the volunieers known
ad The Northern Rangers. Ebey and his men kad
dizspatched in the Trask to establish a fort prevent-
g hestile [ndians from using the

i h fiver Evimar Secroarior Gae
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to trial after a lemgihy manhunt and an escape From
Jail, the younger Serbert was judged io be insane,
in part 25 & result of abuse inflicted by his father.

river. The expedition was unewveniful bui shorily
thereafler Ebey was belesded by Haida warrioss
om his Whadhey [sland hormestead,

22, Vanlshed Indwstry, 1593-1973

For eighty wears an indusirial Bndmark at the
bend of the lower Snchomish, the Lowell paper
mill wos demolished in the early 1970s. [t was
criginally a part of the diverse industnial base im-
atalled by Hewir and Colby's Everett Land Com-
pny i the early 18908, The machinery was car-
ried around the tip of Scuth America by the steel
hulled whaleback steamer, C.W. Wetmore, Long
thie focal point of the community of Lowell {now a
nelghborbiood in the City of Everett), the paper
mill is still & wivid and enduring memoery for many
residents,

13, From Mecropolis bo City of Industry

Pianesr logger and entrépreneiss E.1) Smith
can be said fo have begun the hisbory of the town-
site of Lowell when he began logging there in
1863, but it lsad once baen ibhe site of 8 Snohomish
Erulian necropolis (a large, elaborale cemetery)
called Chi-cha-dee-ah. Recent archaeclogical
finds indicabe humans lived there for at least two
thousand vears, Sendth's bog flume once plunged
divarn ihe glope, carrving pigantis logs io the rver;
his lumber mill waiting af the bend, The realizi-
tion of Smith's dreams for industrialization for
has town really armived, however, when be was able
o hargain the Hewitt and Colby syndicage into Jo-
cating & major paper mill at Lowell, an industry
that was to be the mainstay of Lowell for the next
eighty years.

24. Territorial Mayhem, 1874,

Among the more sensational crimes of vio- -'—T.'__'_:,__
lenice of the territonial period was the death
of Charles Sesbert, who wos hacked fo death
bay his son in February 1874 on the home-

stead just across the fiver from Lowell. Brooghi
Sbommick Fomer £ . i
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CONTACT INFORMATION HELP PRESERVE THE ESTUARY

e e e T e A T A R e e e 2 e I L= S S0 s
For more mformation on lodging, campgrounds, dining, fishing, bunting, tours, ans, festivals The estuary and its inhabitants need your help. The surrounding cities are encroaching on the
and ather events in and near the Snohomish River Estuary, contact: delicate wetlands. Wildlife is being threatened by hunters, loss of habitat, and contamination of
their environment. The estuary is even suffering from wetland destroying exotic plants like
Biackman's House Museum Sparting and Purple Loosestrife. There are many ways you can help preserve this incredible
Ezdhfﬂu:ﬂ:]m';% natural resource. Contact these onganizations if you are interested in donations, volunteering or
]ﬁl_'l.ﬁﬁﬁ:.ﬁl:].j some other form of help:

Evereti City Hall
425-257-B700)
2 Wetmore Ave,
Everett, WA G8201

Evereft Area Convention & Visitor Burcan
425-252.51R1

1710 W, Marine View Dirive

Everstt, WA 28201

waw.snobiz.org
Everett Farks and Recreation Depariment

425-257-82300
&02 Mukilteo Blvd
Everett, WA 98303

Everert Parks and Recreation Departmient
425-257-8300
B2 Mukilbeo Blvd,

Everett, WA 98203
Morth Sound 58 Kayak Association

PO.Bax 1520

Snolomish O :
i sl County Farks and Recreation Depariment Everstr, WA 98201

425-339-1208
3000 Rockefedler Ave.

Everett, Wi $8201-4045 Plichuck Audubon Society

wwrw, co.snohomishwa.us/parks 425-252-0926

2RI Bockefeller Ave
Snohemish County Tourism Bareau Everett, WA 98201
425 348-5802 S
490 SE Everett Mall Way, C300 phreipys ;‘:;:u
Everctt, WA SH203 mh A _
www.snohomish.arg Ei?ﬂf#?;;?w Drive
(Ask fior the Official Visitor Guide)

Smohomish County Parks and Recreation Depariment
425-339-1208

3000 Rockefeller Ave.

Everst, WA O8N -dd6

Snobomish County Visitor Information Center
101 12Eih Sireet SE (1-5 exil 186)
Evereit, WA

Washingion Department of Fish and Wildlife
425.775-1311

1a1E Mill Creek Blvd

Mill Creck, WA 08012

&“IE!::IH Rl E'IIIIIII: Reramtion Ghwlde G b & E ' B ! o
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ESTUARY BIRD LIST TRIP REPORT SURVEY

b e e T T S I R R P e S ] T e B e T e N - e e i T R e e
Eity:ﬂm list to keep track of the many estuary bird species you will see. Pleate take a minute 1o flll out this survey. We will use this information to wpdate the next
X = commonly seen edition of the guide. You can either remove this page or photo copy the survey fo return your
- = infrequently seen FESPOTISES.
Common Kame JFMAMI J AS OND Are you from Snohomish County? Y _ N
American Coot XX XX A XN XX
Ameriean Goldfinch . . If not, where?
Bald Eagle X XX -« ww owaw XX | | |
Rarn Swallow - XXX X - Which section of the guide was the most useful?
Belted Kmgfisher - = - - XXXXX- - - ) ) ) .
Bewick's Wren = E = Which sactions would you omil ar revise?
Black-headed CGirosbeak XXX _ .
Bushiii N Where did you see the most birds?
Canada Goose - - - XXXXXX- - - .
Common Merganser XXX XXXXXXXXX o
Cooper's Hawk o s e o m X - What other wildlife did you see?
Dark-eyed Junco - - - XXXXXXXXX )
Downy Woodpecker Y XXX XN XYXXXX XX What kavak/canoe route did you take?
Gilaveous Gull XXXXX . .
Cireat Biuc Heron XXX XNEXXX XX XX Would you visit the estuary again?
Crreat Homed Cral XX XXXXXXXXXX
Hutionis Vireo B Why, or why not?
Kill Deer XX XX ,
Oisprey - - XXX X - - Hnwwnuldmmtc}mrnxpcnm;
Pileated Woodpecker XXXXXXXXXXXX _poor__ fair__good __excellent .
i:w'pliﬂﬁ?:h " EH: 3{ f.: =rs S What recommendations or comments would you make to Snohomish County Parks regarding
Red-tailed Hawk XXXXXXXXXXXX future estuary development?
Red-winged Blackbird X X X -
Ring-billed Gull XX X
Sharp-shinned Hawk - - XXX Return to:
msm"" - - XXXXXXXX- - Snchomish County Parks and Recreation
swamson's Thrush - X X - b5 W03
“'al'tl-]illﬂ l'|."1.l'¢l:|- X X 30 Rockefeller
Western Tanager XXX - Everctt, WA 98201-40M46
Morthern Harrier A XN X X X X (425) 330-1208

dncbomink Biver Saiwary Mecreation Cuide
Fage 511 Fage 41
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Mail to: Snohomish County Parks and Recreation
M/S 7303
3000 Rockefeller Ave,
Everett, WA 98201 - 4046
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For additional copies contact:
Snohomish County Parks and Recreation
M/S #303
3000 Rockefeller Ave.

Everett, WA 98201-4046
425-339-1208
www.co.snohomish.wa.us/parks
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